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NECROPHILIA-SAVING THE DIGNITY OF THEDEAD

AUTHORED BY- STEBIN BOVAS & DR. KHUSHBOO MALIK
(Student, School of Law, Christ University)

Abstract

The research paper as indicated by its title, focuses on the saving the dignity of the deceased within
the context of necrophilia. It will also explore the psychological factors that underlie this behavior,
striving to understand the motivations and triggers that drive people to commit such acts. The
literature review conducted across seven articles provides an in depth knowledge of necrophilia.
This research paper dives into the problems surrounding necrophilia in the Indian context looking
at the authentic, moral, mental, legitimate aspects that influence the understandingof this topic
within the nation. Necrophilia involves the disturbing act of engaging in sexual acts with the
deceased, which triggers serious aversion and uneasiness in most people. This research paper will
break down the moral systems and legitimate measures in place to address necrophilia. By
investigating existing literature and historical cases, our goal isn’t just to shed light on the problem
of necrophilia but also contribute to the broader dialogue on how we should treat the deceased
with respect and dignity. At last, this research paper have the objective to promote a better

understanding of necrophilia.

Keywords - Necrophilia, Dignity, Psychological factors, Indian context, Legal frameworks,

Societal implications

Introduction

Necrophilia is a highly controversial subject that has remained veiled in societal taboo for
generations. Necrophilia, defined as having a sexual attraction to and interaction with the dead,
has significant ethical, legal, and psychological ramifications that call for further research. This
study explores the complex dynamics that surround this gruesome occurrence in an effort to
understand the psychological foundations, societal attitudes, and legal consequences of such
behavior. The origins of necrophilic desires are still unknown, casting doubt on accepted notions
of human sexuality and deviation. Academics are facing challenges in navigating the murky seas
of this forbidden subject, including issues regarding the cause, prevalence, and possible

relationship between necrophilia and more general psychological illnesses. Additionally, the
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study examines how historical and cultural factors have shaped society's reactions to necrophilia,
providing insight into how moral and legal frameworks have evolved in an effort to restrain and
criticize this abnormal conduct. By investigating necrophilia, this study aims to advance our
understanding of deviant behaviors and reveal till date undiscovered aspects of human sexuality,
which will inform legal and psychological discourse. The study of necrophilia goes beyond
depression to entail a deep analysis of the lines that separate what constitutes proper human

conduct and the intricacies that lay beneath our social structure.

Historical Perspectives and Cultural Perceptions Of Necrophilia

Understanding the changing societal views and reactions to this forbidden issue can be facilitated
by delving into the historical viewpoints and cultural conceptions around necrophilia.
civilizations have struggled to understand and deal with cases of necrophilia throughout history,
and these historical viewpoints provide insight into the intricate interactions between religious
doctrine, cultural standards, and the moral fabric of civilizations.

Perceptions of necrophilia were frequently influenced by attitudes about death and the deceased
in ancient societies. The way societies viewed interactions with the deceased was shaped by
rituals, burial customs, and religious beliefs. These factors laid the foundation for later ethical
considerations. In addition, historical tales and reports might reveal cases of necrophilia in
literature, art, and folklore, offering valuable perspectives on how cultures have interpreted and
dealt with this kind of conduct.

Necrophilia is viewed in a dynamic and multidimensional way by different cultures, which
reflects the range of values and beliefs found in various places and people. The study explores
the ways in which cultural elements, such as taboos, religious beliefs, and dominant moral
standards, have either condoned or condemned necrophilic behaviors. Comprehending these
cultural subtleties is essential to deciphering the complexities of society reactions and shaping
current debates over morality and legality.?

Through the integration of historical accounts and cultural viewpoints, this study adds to a more
complex comprehension of the ways in which civilizations have dealt with the taboo of

necrophilia throughout history. It sheds light on the ways in which cultural settings mold attitudes

! Vasudevan, A., Dharma, P., & Eccleston, L. (2019). Necrophilia: A Study of the Psychoanalysis in the
Characteristics of the Offenders Who Sexually Molest the Dead. Medico-Legal Update.
https://doi.org/10.5958/0974-1283.2019.00136.1.

2 Green, S. (2020). Necrophilia. Criminalizing Sex. https://doi.org/10.1093/0s0/9780197507483.003.0019.
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and influence the creation of moral and legal frameworks that continue to determine how society

reacts to this divisive issue.

Factors Responsible for Necrophilia

Legal Repercussions: - Necrophilia has legal ramifications, and researching it entails looking at
how the legal systems handle these kinds of situations. By examining the limits of legality and
the response of the court system, this component gives the inquiry a more practical perspective.

Societal Taboo and Morbidity: - Necrophilia is inherently taboo and considered socially morbid,
provoking both fascination and revulsion. The societal discomfort surrounding the topic makes

it an intriguing subject for exploration, as it challenges conventional norms of human behavior.

Moral and Ethical Aspects: - Because necrophilia violates the sacredness of the corpse, it presents
serious moral and ethical issues. By looking at the ethical ramifications, one can gain insight into

how cultures deal with behavior that crosses moral lines.®

Psychological Deviance: - Researchers in psychology and psychiatry are interested in necrophilia
because of its psychological components, which include its causes and possible links to more
general psychological problems. Examining the psychological foundations helps us comprehend

abnormal conduct on a deeper level.

Historical and Cultural Background: - The way society views necrophilia is greatly influenced
by cultural and historical variables. The contextual character of these sentiments can be
understood by examining the responses and condemnations of necrophilic activities from various

cultures and historical times.*

Media Influence and Popular Culture: - The way that necrophilia is portrayed in popular culture

and the media raises awareness of the practice and piques public interest in it. Examining the

3 Rosman, J., & Resnick, P. (1989). Sexual attraction to corpses: a psychiatric review of necrophilia.. The Bulletin
of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, 17 2, 153-63 .

4 Borah, U. (2020). A Conceptual Study to Necrophilia- A Review. Journal of Forensic Research, 11, 1-7.
https://doi.org/10.37421/2157-7145.11.461.
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ways in which the media affects society views and public perception can be a pertinent area of
study.

Evolution of Social Norms: -Examining necrophilia enables one to examine the historical
development of social norms. It is important to examine the historical development of necrophilia
since shifts in cultural attitudes and values impact what acts are accepted or rejected.

Legal Framework

Constitution of India :-

Article 21 Right to Life and Personal Liberty5: - Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees the
right to life and personal liberty. The judiciary has interpreted this right expansively,
encompassing the right to live with dignity. While the right to life with dignity could be indirectly
related to offenses like necrophilia, specific criminal provisions in the IPC would be the primary

legal instruments to address such acts.®

Article 48 Directive Principles of State Policy (Organization of Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry)2: - Article 48 encourages the state to organize agriculture and animal husbandry on
modern and scientific lines. It specifically mentions the preservation and improvement of breeds
and the prohibition of the slaughter of cows and calves and other milch and draught cattle. While
this directive principle pertains more directly to animal husbandry, it underscores broader

principles of compassion, preservation of life, and the recognition of the dignity of living beings.

Indian Penal Code: -
Section 297 - Trespassing on Burial Places: This section deals with offenses related to trespassing
on burial places or the violation of sepulcher. It does not explicitly mention sexual offenses, but

actions associated with necrophilia may be covered under the broader scope of desecration.

sUniversal Declaration of Human Rights art. 21, G.A. Res. 217 (111) A, U.N. Doc. A/RES/217(111) (Dec. 10, 1948).

2 Constitution of India art. 48
6 Bauer, M., Tatschner, T., & Patzelt, D. (2007). Digital imaging of the dissection and sexual abuse of a corpse - an
exceptional case of necrophilia.. Legal medicine, 9 3, 143-6 . https://doi.org/10.1016/J.LEGALMED.2006.09.005.
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Section 377 - Unnatural Offenses: Section 377 criminalizes "carnal intercourse against the order
of nature.” While this provision was historically used to criminalize consensual homosexual acts,
it was partially decriminalized by the Supreme Court of India in the Navtej Singh Johar v. Union
of India case in 2018. However, the section remains applicable to non-consensual and unnatural

acts, potentially including acts related to necrophilia.

Section 292 - Obscene Acts and Songs: This section deals with the distribution, sale, or public
exhibition of obscene books, pamphlets, and other materials. Depending on the circumstances,

acts associated with necrophilia could be deemed obscene under this section.

Section 201 - Causing Disappearance of Evidence: This section pertains to causing the
disappearance of evidence of an offense, including the disposal of a corpse. Engaging in

necrophilic acts might involve actions covered under this section.

Code Of Criminal Procedure: -

Registration of FIR (First Information Report): - When an offense, including necrophilia, comes
to light, the CrPC governs the process of registering an FIR. The police initiate an investigation
based on the information provided, and the subsequent procedures are guided by the CrPC.’

Arrest and Custody (Sections 41-60): - If there is sufficient evidence or reasonable suspicion, the
police can arrest the accused. The CrPC delineates procedures for the arrest, detention, and
interrogation of individuals suspected of criminal offenses, including those relatedto necrophilia.

Investigation (Chapter XII): - The CrPC provides guidelines for the investigation of criminal
cases. In cases of necrophilia, investigators would follow procedures outlined in the CrPC to

collect evidence, conduct interviews, and prepare a charge sheet.

" Gawali, R., Sharma, N., & Bhargav, C. (2023). India’s Latest NHRC Advisory on the Problem of Floating Corpses
in the River Ganges: Forensic Dental Recommendations. Journal of Indian Academy of Forensic Medicine.
https://doi.org/10.48165/jiafm.2023.45.2.24.
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Charges and Trial (Sections 211-229): - Once the investigation is complete, the CrPC governs
the framing of charges and the subsequent trial process. The prosecution presents evidence, and
the accused has the right to defend themselves. The trial follows the procedures set forth in the
CrPC.

Appeals and Revision (Chapter XXIX and XXX): - In case of convictions or acquittals, the CrPC
outlines the procedures for filing appeals and revisions. This ensures that legal remedies are

available to both the prosecution and the defense.

Societal Implications

Necrophilia, the act of engaging in sexual activity with a deceased individual, carries profound
societal implications that extend across cultural, ethical, psychological, and legal dimensions.
The exploration of these implications is essential for understanding the broader impact of such

behavior on individuals and communities. Some societal implications of necrophilia include:®

Moral and Ethical Taboo: - Necrophilia is universally regarded as a moral and ethical taboo.
Societal norms and moral codes often dictate that engaging in sexual acts with the deceased
violates fundamental principles of respect for the dead and the sanctity of the human body. Such

actions are typically considered repugnant and deviant.

Legal Consequences: - Societies generally enact laws to protect the dignity and sanctity of the
deceased. Engaging in necrophilia can lead to severe legal consequences, including criminal
charges related to desecration of corpses, sexual assault, or other offenses. The legal framework

reflects society's commitment to upholding certain moral standards.®

Stigmatization and Social Rejection: - Individuals known to engage in necrophilia often face

profound stigmatization and social rejection. Such behavior deviates significantly from societal

8 Aggrawal, A. (2009). A new classification of necrophilia.. Journal of forensic and legal medicine, 16 6, 316-20 .
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jflm.2008.12.023.

° Bauer, M., Tatschner, T., & Patzelt, D. (2007). Digital imaging of the dissection and sexual abuse of a corpse - an
exceptional case of necrophilia.. Legal medicine, 9 3, 143-6 . https://doi.org/10.1016/J.LEGALMED.2006.09.005.
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norms, and those associated with necrophilia may experience isolation, ostracism, and

discrimination.

Psychological Impact on Society: - The revelation of necrophilic acts can have a profound
psychological impact on the broader community. The shock and horror generated by such

revelations may lead to increased anxiety, fear, or a sense of vulnerability within society.

Impact on Funeral and Mourning Practices: - Necrophilia can challenge and disrupt established
funeral and mourning practices. The violation of the sanctity of the deceased may prompt
communities to reconsider and reinforce the security and privacy measures surrounding burial

and cremation processes.

Cultural and Religious Reverberations: - Different cultures and religions may respond to
necrophilia in varying ways. Acts that challenge cultural or religious beliefs about the afterlife,
the soul, or the treatment of the deceased can cause profound cultural and religious reverberations

within a community.

Impact on Mental Health Discourse: - Societal reactions to necrophilia contribute to discussions
around mental health, deviant behavior, and societal attitudes toward those with psychological
disorders. It underscores the need for understanding and addressing mental health issues within

the broader context of societal norms.

Media Influence and Sensationalism: - The media often plays a significant role in shaping societal
perceptions. Cases of necrophilia can become sensationalized, influencing public opinion and

contributing to the perpetuation of stereotypes and stigmas.

International Laws

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): -
The UDHR emphasizes the right to life, liberty, and security of person (Article 3). While it does
not explicitly address necrophilia, the principles of dignity and respect for human remains can be

interpreted within the context of these rights.

11
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): -

The ICCPR (Article 7) prohibits torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment.
While primarily addressing acts against the living, the principles within may indirectly contribute

to the condemnation of actions such as necrophilia.

Geneva Conventions: -

The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols are mainly concerned with the treatment
of the wounded, sick, and shipwrecked during armed conflicts. Although they don't explicitly
address necrophilia, they emphasize respect for the dead and the prohibition of acts causing harm
to the dignity of the deceased.

Customary International Humanitarian Law: -
Customary international humanitarian law includes unwritten rules and practices that are
considered legally binding. Some principles of customary law, such as respect for the dead, may

indirectly apply to actions like necrophilia.*®

International Criminal Court (ICC): -

The Rome Statute that established the ICC addresses crimes against humanity, war crimes, and
genocide. While necrophilia isn't explicitly mentioned, acts that involve the desecration of
corpses may be considered under the broader category of crimes against humanity, depending on

the circumstances

Forensic Implications

The forensic implications of necrophilia involve the application of forensic science and legal

procedures to investigate, analyze, and prosecute cases related to sexual acts with the deceased.

10 pettigrew, M. (2020). The Sexually Sadistic Properties of Necrophilia, in the Context of Serial Killing, a Case
Study. Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology, 1-8. https://doi.org/10.1007/S11896-019-09326-5.

12
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Here are key forensic aspects that may be considered in cases involving necrophilia:

Evidence Collection: -

Forensic investigators must carefully collect and preserve physical evidence from crime scenes.
This may include biological samples, trace evidence, and any items that may link the perpetrator

to the crime.

Postmortem Examination: -
Conducting a thorough postmortem examination is crucial in cases of suspected necrophilia.
Forensic pathologists examine the body for signs of sexual assault, trauma, or any indications of

necrophilic acts.

Time of Death Estimation: -
Determining the time of death is critical in forensic investigations. Forensic experts use various
methods, including rigor mortis, livor mortis, and body temperature analysis, to estimate when

the deceased individual passed away.

DNA Analysis: -
DNA analysis plays a significant role in forensic investigations. In cases of necrophilia, DNA
evidence may be collected from both the perpetrator and the victim to establish a link between

the two.

Toxicology Testing: -
Toxicology testing may be conducted to identify the presence of drugs or substances in the body.
This information can be relevant in understanding the circumstances surrounding the death and

the potential influence on the perpetrator's behavior.

Crime Scene Reconstruction: -

13
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Forensic experts reconstruct the crime scene to understand the sequence of events leading to the
necrophilic act. This involves analyzing the spatial relationships of objects and bodies to establish

a comprehensive picture of the incident.

Forensic Odontology: -
Forensic odontology, or the examination of dental evidence, may be employed to identify bite

marks or dental impressions that could link the perpetrator to the crime.

Digital Forensics: -
In contemporary cases, digital forensics may be employed to analyze electronic devices, such as
computers or smartphones, for evidence related to the necrophilic acts, communication, or

premeditation.

Expert Testimony: -
Forensic experts, including forensic pathologists, DNA analysts, and other specialists, may

provide expert testimony in court to explain their findings and assist the legal process.!

Legal Proceedings: -
The forensic evidence collected is presented during legal proceedings to support the prosecution
or defense. Forensic experts may be called upon to testify regarding the reliability and

interpretation of the evidence.!?
Conclusion

In conclusion, research on necrophilia has illuminated a controversial and taboo subject. This

study has explored a number of angles, such as historical viewpoints, psychological

1 Stein, M., Schlesinger, L., & Pinizzotto, A. (2010). Necrophilia and Sexual Homicide. Journal of Forensic
Sciences, 55. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1556-4029.2009.01282.x.

12 Borah, U. (2020). A Conceptual Study to Necrophilia- A Review. Journal of Forensic Research, 11, 1-7.
https://doi.org/10.37421/2157-7145.11.461.
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underpinnings, legal frameworks, and societal ramifications. The results highlight the need for a
comprehensive comprehension of this phenomenon and how it affects people individually as well

as in communities.

The study has highlighted the various ways that various cultures and societies have dealt with the
idea of necrophilia from a historical viewpoint, highlighting the influence of cultural and
religious beliefs on views. Although there are still many unanswered questions in the field of
abnormal psychology, the research has helped shed light on some possible psychological causes

for this type of conduct.

Legally speaking, the study has brought attention to the differences in legal systems between
jurisdictions, highlighting the significance of an all-encompassing strategy that tackles the moral
and criminal aspects of necrophilic activities. It is clear that civilizations have decided that in
order to preserve social norms and respect the dignity of the deceased, legislative protections

must be put in place.

Necrophilia has societal repercussions that go beyond the individual acts itself. It affects cultural
norms, public opinion, and the conversation about morality and human conduct as a whole. This
research emphasizes the need for ongoing scholarly investigation, ethical deliberations, and
responsible journalism to guarantee that conversations on this subject advance our

comprehension of aberrant behavior without sensationalizing it.*3

As | conclude this study, it is critical to acknowledge the sensitive nature of the topic and treat it
with the highest regard for the deceased's dignity. Ethical principles and consideration for the
possible effects of research projects on individuals and communities ought to be given top priority
in future research initiatives. Through promoting candid discussions, interacting with a range of
viewpoints, and treating this subject with academic rigor, we can advance our knowledge of

necrophilia and its wider ramifications in the fields of psychology, law, and society.

13 Swartz, N. (2015). The Judicial Implications of Necrophilia. . https://doi.org/10.9734/air/2015/14731.
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